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THE EDITORS TO THE READER. 


We invite the attention of our countrymen fo a new 
design. Probably not quite unexpected or unannounced 
will our Journal appear, though small pains have been 
taken to secure its welcome. Those, who have immediately 
acted in editing the present Number, cannot accuse them- 
selves of any unbecoming forwardness in their undertak- 
ing, but rather of a backwardness, when they remember 
how often in many private circles the work was projected, 
how eagerly desired, and only postponed because no indi- 
vidual volunteered to combine and concentrate the free- 
will offerings of many codperators. With some reluctance 
the present conductors of this work have yielded them- 
selves to the wishes of their friends, finding something 
sacred and not to be withstood in the importunity which 
urged the production of a Journal in a new spirit. 

As they have not proposed themselves to the work, 
neither can they lay any the least claim to an option or 
determination of the spirit in which it is conceived, or to 
what is peculiar in the design. In that respect, they have 
obeyed, though with great joy, the strong current of 
thought and feeling, which, for a few years past, has led 
many sincere persons in New England to make new de- 
mands on literature, and to reprobate that rigor of our 
conventions of religion and education which is turning us 
to stone, which renounces hope, which looks only back- 
ward, which asks only such a future as the past, which 
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